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Reading
● Teaching reading online
● Supporting reading at home
● Online resources



Reading is one of 
the simplest, yet 
most important 
things we can do to 
support language 
development during 
distance learning.



Teaching Reading
● Story time is important. It could be stories related to your UOI, chapter books or 

just a book that you know your class will love. Storytime is also a great way to 
teach PSPE topics and address any problems your children have as they arise.

● Take advantage of the flexibility we have during distance learning. You can run 
small-group guided reading sessions while other students work on 
independent tasks or have free choice time.

● Try to build reading opportunities into all subjects by asking students to read 
questions or instructions aloud and asking questions to check their 
understanding. Stories are great provocations for any new topic.

● Discuss the texts you are using throughout your unit of inquiry. Are they fiction 
or nonfiction? Why does the author use that word/punctuation/writing style? 
What features can you see? Can you help me to read this word/sentence?



Reading at Home
● Have regular storytime with your children to develop a love of 

reading. This can also include read aloud videos and audiobooks.
● Ask questions. As you read to your child, pause to ask questions 

about what has happened, why and what they think might happen 
next. This is a great way to build comprehension and inference skills 
which they can apply to their own reading.

● When supporting your child’s reading, try not to just tell them the 
word when they make a mistake. Ask questions such as ‘Does that 
make sense?’, ‘What else could it be?’ or ‘Which sounds are in this 
word?’. 



Reading Resources
● Epic
● Oxford Owl (instructions for teachers)
● Education City 
● Storyline online

Free trials:
● Vooks (free for one month)
● Pinna podcasts (free for 2 months)
● Audible (free for one month)
● Amazon Kindle (free for one month)

Link to reading levels chart

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/166d1vhX1HXEmNpM2NSz6g5gsPWj6H_xJzb7xiUtIQoE/edit?usp=sharing
https://go.educationcity.com/
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.vooks.com/
https://pinna.fm/
https://www.audible.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=154606011
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10s5QamotT7ainRgZGmTDHlZtHdbvUTvCirU7dQtyAXg/edit?usp=sharing


Writing
● The writing sequence
● Teaching writing online
● Supporting writing at home
● Resources for publishing writing



1. Exposure 2. Plan 3. Draft 4. Edit 5. Publish

Writing sequence
1. Students look at 
examples of the text 
type they will be 
writing. Discuss 
features such as 
layout, tenses and 
language style.

3. Writing a draft allows 
students to compile their 
ideas in the correct 
structure, without being 
afraid of making mistakes. 
Messiness and mistakes 
are fine at this stage!

5. This is when they 
produce their final 
piece of writing, using 
their best handwriting 
and paying attention 
to their presentation.

2. Getting ideas onto 
paper (or the screen!). 
This could be through 
brainstorming, flow 
charts, pictures or 
planning templates.

4. Students now check their 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. They should read and 
reread to ensure their writing 
makes sense. Checklists can be 
used to ensure all criteria are met.



Teaching Writing
● Students need to see examples of the type of writing they 

are expected to produce. Teachers should model each step 
of the writing sequence before students work 
independently.

● Use distance learning to your advantage! There are lots of 
creative ways for students to publish their writing online. 
This is a great opportunity to develop digital literacy skills.

● Make sure that there is a clear purpose to writing.
● Teach and promote academic honesty in writing.



Ideas for writing projects:
● Cartoon strips
● Newspaper reports (real life or fictional events)
● Rewrite the ending of a story
● Write a letter to an important person
● Persuasive posters
● Collaborative writing (each student writes an article for a class 

book/newspaper)
● Give students the title of a story, they plan and write it
● Write a journal or diary (for yourself, your future self, your pet, 

someone famous, an alien who just landed on Earth…)
● Write a script and act it out with friends, family or puppets



Writing at Home
● Start with speaking- encourage children to talk about what they 

have learned, share their ideas and opinions and make up stories 
and rhymes.

● Encourage all types of writing (shopping lists, stories, 
diaries/journals, menus, labelling pictures and diagrams).

● Reassure children that mistakes are ok!  This is part of the process 
and writing can always be edited and improved.

● When checking your child’s writing, try not to just correct mistakes 
for them. Ask them to read their writing out loud and prompt them 
to find and change any mistakes.

● Ask questions such as ‘Does that sound right?’ or ‘How can we find 
that spelling?’.



Online Resources
● Google Sites - design your own websites in a simple format.
● Google Jamboard - easy to use, online whiteboard. 
● Storyboard that - create online storyboards (14 day free trial) 
● Story Jumper - Teachers can create a free account and assign access to 

students. Students can create individual stories or collaborate on 
projects together and can record their voices reading the story.

● Poster My Wall - create posters, flyers, menus, magazines and more!
● Padlet - create and comment on posts in different formats such as walls, 

timelines and maps.
● ReadWriteThink- lesson plans and interactive resources.
● Prezi - create video presentations to record or stream live.

http://sites.google.com/
https://jamboard.google.com/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://www.storyjumper.com/
https://www.postermywall.com/
https://padlet.com/dashboard
http://www.readwritethink.org/
https://prezi.com/


Story Jumper



Phonics



What is phonics?
● Phonics is about recognising letters and letter combinations as sounds.
● It is vital to model and teach the sounds correctly. 

If you are unsure, this video is a great place to start. It is also available 
on the school padlet.

● Let’s look at some examples to see why phonics is useful.

clock phone

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f_o4tVqOkuP_JQT37Kh7sxgixK56maab/view?usp=sharing


Blending and 
segmenting

● Blending means putting sounds together to read a word.

   c - a - t = cat
● Segmenting means splitting a word into sounds to write it.

   cat = c - a - t



How to help at home
Firstly, give yourselves a break! We don’t expect you to be phonics 
teachers.

There are still lots of things you can do to help, such as speaking and 
listening games and practicing sight words.

● I spy (using initial sounds)
● Blending and segmenting games
● Online phonics games. (There are loads! Make sure you know 

which phonics phase your child is learning at school to choose an 
appropriate level). 



Sight words
● Sight words are common words that students are taught to read and 

write without using phonics. 
● Knowledge of sight words can greatly improve reading and writing 

speed and fluency.
● The sight words are taught in a specific order, with a set of sight words 

linked to each phonics phase.
● You can play games such as sight word bingo, snap, treasure hunts etc.

Here is the list of the 300 most common sight words, in the order they 
are learnt. This is also available on the school padlet.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z6B0Y26PD7Km-NyX6ITlHOtt5aqfcAZ2/view?usp=sharing


Phonics Resources
● Education City

● Literacy planet

● Oxford Owl

● Teach your monster to read

● Phonics bloom

● Online phonics games

https://go.educationcity.com/
https://www.literacyplanet.com/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://onlinephonicsgames.com/


More 
Resources



We will soon be assigning usernames and passwords to students 
for Literacy Planet. Literacy planet can be used as an extra resource 
during lessons and for homework or extra practice at home.

Here is a guide for parents.

Here is a video guide for teachers.

https://app.literacyplanet.com/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eOmMDG3XbpDiF_ITak93xK0tvY8FzKEi/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3KJbs6ehOk&t=9s


Padlet link

Resources from today’s 
workshop, and many 
more, can be found on 
the school Padlet, in the 
Literacy section.

If you find any more 
great resources, please 
send them to me (Lizzi) 
or Aneira so we can add 
them to the Padlet.

https://padlet.com/MsAneira/4ywijdq2nxywt89e


Any 
Questions?

Elizabeth.duquesnay@etonhouse.edu.my

Tarra.tanauan@etonhouse.edu.my 

mailto:Elizabeth.duquesnay@etonhouse.edu.my
mailto:tarra.tanauan@etonhouse.edu.my

